Autumn newsletter 2026 for year 5/6
🚀 Welcome to the New Term in Year 5/6! Dear Parents and Carers, welcome back! We have an incredibly exciting and busy term ahead. Year 5/6 is a crucial milestone where we focus heavily on developing independence, resilience, and a deep love for learning as the children prepare for upper Key Stage 2 and their future transitions. Below is a comprehensive overview of our curriculum for this term, along with key reminders and routines to help everything run smoothly.
I will be teaching the children Monday to Thursday and the wonderful Miss Andrews teaches on Fridays.
📚 What We Are Learning This Term
· Maths: Developing deep mathematical fluency across core areas. We will cover:
· Place Value: Mastering numbers up to 10,000,000 (Year 6) and 1,000,000 (Year 5), including rounding and negative numbers.
· Addition & Subtraction: Perfecting formal written methods for large numbers and solving complex multi-step word problems.
· Multiplication & Division: Hardening long multiplication and short/long division techniques, alongside factors, multiples, and prime numbers.
· Fractions: Comparing, ordering, adding, and subtracting fractions with different denominators, as well as multiplying and dividing fractions.
· Guided Reading: We are diving into The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis. Through this classic tale of quest, the children will develop advanced comprehension, vocabulary, and inference skills.
· English Writing: We are exploring journalistic writing by analysing and writing newspaper reports on current issues. Alongside this, we will use our text "Grandma's Attic" to learn how to build suspense in narratives.
· Grammar lessons: becoming confident in the grammar scheme of work
· Dictation and handwriting: children learn to refine their handwriting and translation of sentences onto paper
  Science: Investigating the properties of materials and their uses, exploring how different substances behave and why they are chosen for specific functions.

  History: Stepping back in time to study the Ground-breaking Greeks and their lasting legacy on the modern world.

· Religious education: What does it mean if Christians believe God is Holy and loving? 

What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today? 

  Art & DT: Exploring Expressionist art to convey feeling through colour, alongside an engineering focus on Architecture in Design & Technology.

  Music: Delving into Music Tech while exploring emotions and musical styles.

  Computing: Developing online communication skills and learning the technical steps of video editing.
  PSHE: Covering essential life skills through drug education and first aid, as well as our "Being Me" unit focusing on people who care for me.
· MFL (French): Mastering the basics (alphabet, numbers to 100, days, and dates) and practicing short phrases using colours, simple adjectives, and animals

🏊 Swimming: Sessions take place every Monday morning. Please ensure swimming kits and towels are brought to school at the start of the week.

🏑 Outdoor PE: Active sessions take place every Wednesday afternoon. We will be following the Get Set 4 PE curriculum for Year 5/6, focusing on Invasion Games (Hockey) and Dodgeball

📝 Homework & Weekly Tests
Establishing clear routines is a major part of Year 5/6. Our weekly schedule is as follows:
· Homework Out: Spelling homework comes home on Mondays
· Homework Due: All completed homework tasks must be turned in by the following Monday
· Spelling Tests: Our weekly spelling tests take place every Monday morning

💡 Supporting Learning at Home
· Maths Fluency: Practise quick-fire mental arithmetic at home, focusing on times tables up to 12x12 
· Reading Stamina: Please encourage your child to read to you for twenty minutes each day. You could even discuss the plot of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe or read a child-friendly newspaper together.
· French Basics: Test your child on their French numbers to 100 or ask them the days of the week in French!
· Independence: At this stage, please encourage your child to pack their own school bag and organise their PE/swimming kits independently to prepare for secondary school.

Quick reminder that school pencil cases are to be used only. Fidget toys will be provided by myself if it is beneficial to your child.

Thank you for your continued support in getting your child into school for 8:45am so that they can get the best out of every day. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
Jredfearn@st-georgescofe.derbyshire,sch,uk 
