[image: ][image: ]

		

	


St George’s C of E Primary School
info@st-georgescofe.derbyshire.sch.uk			www.st-georgescofe.co.uk


Dear Parents and Carers,
I don’t think anyone is entirely sure what 2022 might bring, given the last couple of years! At school, we will continue to do everything we can to ensure our children are happy and successful learners. We continue to follow local and national guidance around Covid-19 to ensure our school community is kept as safe as possible and we will remain flexible and creative if situations develop – which I’m sure they will. We will continue to plan for the ‘normal calendar’ but please be aware things could change at short notice. 
As ever, we will endeavour to keep you updated with any significant news and changes. 
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Start of the day… 
It is great to see so many children getting to school punctually so that the children are in the classrooms ready to learn at 9am. The classroom doors are open for the children at 8:55am. Please ensure your child is punctual so that they can make the most of the learning opportunities provided for them. 

Attendance 
Our aim is that all of our children are here on time every day. However, we know that is not always possible as children can become unwell - particularly in the midst of a Covid pandemic. However, the government have recently made the importance of regular and punctual attendance clear to schools. Having a good education is important to ensure that they have the best opportunities in their adult life. They only get one chance at school!

I wanted to take this opportunity to express my enthusiasm for the exciting times ahead. I am very passionate about education and my aim is to give each child a variety of experiences during their time at St. George’s in order to give them a range of choices in what they do in their lives. I put teaching and learning as well as safeguarding at the heart of everything I do and endeavour to give each child the best possible education. 

Let it snow! 
[image: ]There may come a point when we get another dollop of snow. We will always endeavour to open school. However, when there is particularly severe snow or ice, the school has to consider the safety of the children, parents and staff in getting to and from school. We also have to ensure that there are enough adults in school to supervise and teach the children. Sometimes, due to travelling distances, it is difficult for staff to get to school or arrive on time. If there are adverse weather conditions, the school will message parents as soon as we have decided about whether school will open. 

We will also put a message on the school website. It could be that we decide to open a little later to allow children and staff to travel to school safely or that it is in the best interests of everyone to close the school for the day. 

In making any decision regarding changes to our usual school arrangements, we are mindful of the health and safety of all our children and staff as well as understanding of the difficulties families may have in terms of planning in advance, finding childcare etc. We will do our very best to make sure that any decisions are the right ones given the information available to us and that they are communicated to you in a timely manner. We are sure that you will also have contingency plans in place – and let’s hope that we don’t have to use them! Parents need to make their own judgement regarding the safety of their journey to and from school. 

Healthy Snacks 
Have a break… have a piece of fruit! We want our children to live active and healthy lifestyles whenever we can. We ask for children who would like a snack from home to bring in a healthy option. Our younger children get fruit provided by school.

Getting in touch… 
Please note that there isn’t always someone in the office. If you need to get in touch then please ring the school, leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as possible. Alternatively, you can email the school at info@st-georgescofe.derbyshire.sch.uk and Mrs Morley will come back to you as soon as she can.

A message from Mrs. Kilford…
I cannot wait to develop strong relationships with you all, your families and the wider community in the near future. I believe that communication is of the utmost importance, especially during these unprecedented times. The senior leadership team and I value your feedback on what we are all doing well and any suggestions. I believe that if we work together we can provide the best school experience for your child. 

We will be emailing you a link to a parental questionnaire which I would appreciate you completing so I can get a feel for your thoughts about school.

I hope to hold a coffee morning when government guidance permits and when we are through the covid wave which we are struggling with at the moment. I will also be available at parents/carers evenings, all of which will provide an opportunity to meet you informally and discuss the building of a successful partnership. These events will take place at different times, which I hope will enable most parents and carers to attend.  Over the next few weeks, I hope to get to chat to more of you at the gate and to get to know you – please forgive me if I forget names, but I’ll remember faces and stories! If you need to speak to me at any time, please let the office know and they’ll set up an appointment for you. 

I would like to thank you for continuing to support social distancing on the school site and for your patience as we ensure that children are dismissed safely. I will be working with Mrs. Craig, and the skilled and dedicated staff team, to ensure every child receives the best possible education and extra-curricular experiences in their time at St. Georges. We are committed to providing a high standard of teaching and learning to enable all children to reach their potential and achieve strong academic outcomes. We are equally committed to ensuring all children leave St. George’s at the end of Year 6 as confident, well-rounded individuals, well equipped for the challenges of secondary school and beyond. I look forward to getting to know you all and to working together over the next couple of months.

Lynne Kilford[image: ]	
Executive Headteacher		
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