
                                Toolkit Focus: Description  

 

To create a description that the reader can imagine, making it sound real and using it to intrigue, you might want to: 

EYFS Year 1 & Year 2 Year 3 & Year 4 Year 5 & Year 6 

• Look attentively and talk 
about new experiences 
 

• Use adjectives 
(describing words) to say 
what images and objects 
look like 
 

• Look carefully at images, 
objects, animals, events, 
etc. 
 

• Use all the senses to 
discuss and describe: 
look, touch, taste, hear 
and smell 
 

• Use effective verbs to 
describe the quality of 
movement, e.g. crept 
instead of tiptoed 

• Use precise nouns to ‘name it’ and create 
a picture in the reader’s mind, e.g. poodle 
rather than dog. 
 

• Choose adjectives to help the reader 
picture the scene. If two are together, 
separate them with a comma, e.g. the 
small, round pot (a simple noun phrase) 
 

• Sentence or power of 3 to describe, e.g. 
Santa was red, fat and friendly.  
 

• Choose powerful verbs rather than got, 
came, went, said, look. 
 

• Use adverbs to describe how something 
does something, e.g. she tiptoed quietly. 
 

• Experiment with alliteration, e.g. Sally 
slept silently.  
 

• Use ‘as’ and ‘like’ similes, e.g. Bea was 
brave like a lion. Pete was as slow as a 
snail. 
 

• Observe carefully and draw on all the 
senses when describing: sight, sound, 
smell, taste, touch. 

• ‘Show’ not ‘tell’ – describe a character’s 
emotions using senses or a setting to 
create an atmosphere. E.g. The shadow 
darted forwards. Her skin crawled. 
 

• Select powerful, precise and well-chosen 
nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs that 
really match e.g. rusted, overgrown, 
smeared, smothered. 
 

• Use personification, e.g. The bushes 
seemed to be holding their breath. 
 

• Use metaphors and similes to create 
atmosphere, e.g. even the tables froze. 
 

• Use alliteration to add to the effect, e.g. 
Sally slept silently. The dark, damp 
dangerous wood… 
 

• Use expanded noun phrases to add 
intriguing detail, e.g. The shaggy dog at 
the end of the lane begged on all fours. 

• Use expanded noun phrases to add intriguing detail and 
include relative clause where relevant, e.g. The shaggy 
dog, who loved playing with his ball, begged on all fours, 
waiting for Joe to throw his toy. 
 

• Use a character’s reaction or the author’s comments to 
show the effect of a description, e.g. Joanna shuddered. 
 

• Use onomatopoeia along with alliteration to reflect 
meaning, e.g. The bees buzzed busily. 
 

• Ensure all word choices earn their place and add 
something new and necessary, e.g. not the red letterbox 
but the rusted letterbox. 
 

• Use precise detail when describing to bring a scene alive, 
e.g. His gold fob watch glinted. 
 

• Select detail and describe for a purpose, e.g. to scare the 
reader, to lull the reader. 
 

• Consider how your description reflects the pace of the 
story at that time, e.g. more detailed descriptions of 
settings or feelings when there is less action, showing 
characters have time to really take in their surroundings 
and thoughts. As opposed to, shorter selective description 
when in the action, perhaps using show not tell or 
perhaps using single well selected adjectives (or no 
description at all) to reflect the pace at that time. 

 
  



                                Toolkit Focus: Description  

 

Useful teaching ideas: 
 
 


