
                                   Toolkit Focus: Action  

 

To create action that the reader can imagine, which sounds real and using it to intrigue, you might want to: 

EYFS Year 1 & Year 2 Year 3 & Year 4 Year 5 & Year 6 

• Use time openers to 
advance the story, 
e.g. first, next, after 
that, then, finally. 
 

• Use action verbs, e.g. 
jumped, crashed, 
pounded, dashed, 
leapt, grab, grip, 
chase 
 

• Use sound effects of 
the action e.g. The 
crocodile jaws 
snapped. The rocks 
were crashing. 
 

• Use a wordless 
picture book and 
discuss what a 
character might be 
doing. 

• Focus on action with a 
sentence of 3 verbs, e.g. 
He ran down the lane, 
leapt over the wall and 
screamed! 
 

• Carefully selected 
powerful verbs, e.g. fell 
–> plunged, plummeted, 
tumbled, descended 
 

• Use adverbs to add 
detail about how a 
character moves e.g. 
She tiptoed quietly. He 
growled aggressively. 
Gently, the branches 
swayed. 
 

• Use similes to create 
atmosphere e.g. The 
trees lined the streets 
like an army. 
 

• Use onomatopoeia to 
interrupt and interject, 
e.g. Snap! 
 

• Use a range of dramatic 
fronted adverbials to 
advanve the action, e.g. 
At that moment… 

• ‘Show’ not ‘tell’ – reveal or hint at a character’s 
feelings through their actions, e.g. trudged, 
tiptoed, glanced, sighed 
 

• Use personification e.g. The bushes seemed like 
they were holding their breath. 
 

• Use a variety of progressive ‘-ing’ openers to 
drop the reader straight into the action, e.g. 
Leaping out from behind the car… 
 

• Extend the action using an ‘-ing’ clause, e.g. The 
trees lined the streets like an army, standing to 
attention. 
 

• Vary sentence length to affect the reader, e.g. 
short punchy sentences to build tension and 
pace: The door slammed shut. He froze. Disaster 
struck. They ran. etc. 
 

• Use wider range of dramatic fronted adverbials 
to advance the action, e.g. In an instant… 
Without warning… To her amazement… Just 
then… All of a sudden… 
 

• Double Dilemma – explain the implications of 
the problem/action e.g. She was stuck, no-one 
could help now 
 

• Use a question to hook/interest the reader e.g. 
Would she be able to stop? Would the dog ever 
stop barking? 

• Use a character’s reaction or the author’s 
comments to show the effect of a description, e.g. 
Joanna shuddered. 
 

• Infer the character’s feelings (show don’t tell), e.g. 
Moving closer, James’ eyes widened as he gasped. 
 

• Suggest the character’s attitude linked the action 
e.g. Trembling, James clenched his fists and 
demanded the ghosts left him alone. 
 

• Mirror the character’s feelings through the setting, 
e.g. The murky water lay dead before him. 
 

• Push for vocabulary that powerfully connects to 
the desired mood and feeling, e.g. mocking, 
dominating. 
 

• Use speech to advance the action and show 
emotion, e.g. “Come back you scoundrel!” 
 

• Use repetition to build tension whilst advancing the 
action, e.g. Towards the lake… Towards the bowl… 
Towards my fish! 
 

• Show action by describing what happens and 
reactions. 
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Suddenly… 
Unfortunately 
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Useful teaching ideas: 
 
 


