Progression of Knowledge and Vocabulary for Geography

‘ National Curriculum

Early years

Understanding the world
People Culture and Communities ELG

Children at the expected level of development will:
e Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts, and maps;
The Natural World ELG

Children at the expected level of development will:
e Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has
been read in class

Key Stage 1

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human
and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.

Pupils should be taught to:
Locational knowledge

e name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans
e name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
Place knowledge

e understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a
small area in a contrasting non-European country

Human and physical geography

e identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the
North and South Poles

e use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
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e key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
e key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
Geographical skills and fieldwork
e use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key
stage
e use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe
the location of features and routes on a map
e use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct
basic symbols in a key
e use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its
surrounding environment

Key Stage 2

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include
the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge,
understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.

Pupils should be taught to:
Locational knowledge

e |ocate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

e name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time

e identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
Place knowledge

e understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a
European country, and a region in North or South America
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Human and physical geography
e describe and understand key aspects of:
e physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
e human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources
including energy, food, minerals and water
Geographical skills and fieldwork
e use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
e use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the
United Kingdom and the wider world
e use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps,
plans and graphs, and digital technologies

By the end of reception

Me and my community
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
Know ways to care for their local environment.

Key vocabulary
Australia, country, difference, Ethiopia, festival, food, Spain, tradition, United Kingdom
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Once upon a time

Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.
Key vocabulary -Country, Earth, maps

Starry night

Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in
class.

Key vocabulary -Field work, school, grounds, daytime, night-time

Dangerous dinosaurs

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.

Key vocabulary -Maps, island, directions

Sunshine and sunflowers

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.
Key vocabulary — park, garden, weather, environment, seasons, maps

Big wide world

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and —when
appropriate — maps. Ways to care for their local environment.

Key vocabulary -maps, globes, united kingdom, climate

By the end of year 2
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Coastline
To name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.
To name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.
To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley,
vegetation, season and weather.
To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.
To use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.
To use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the
location of features and routes on a map.
To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct
basic symbols in a key.
To use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its
surrounding environment.
To develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human
characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes.
To understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring
about spatial variation and change over time.
To be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fiel[dwork that
deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and
quantitative skills and writing at length.

Key Vocabulary

Abbey, amusement arcade, bridge, café, harbour, hotel, landmark, lifeboat station, museum, street, town, compass, key, map, symbol

Our wonderful world
To name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.
TO Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.

TO Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a
contrasting non-European country.

TO identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and
South Poles.

TO Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley,
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vegetation, season and weather.

TO Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.

TO Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.

TO Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the
location of features and routes on a map.

To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct
basic symbols in a key.

To use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its
surrounding environment.

Key vocabulary

Continent, equator, hot and cold place, northern and southern hemisphere, north and south pole, atlas, digital map, globe, route, symbol, beach, cliff,
coastline, forest, geography, hill, lake, mountain, ocean, physical, river, sea, soil

Bright lights, Big Cities

To name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.

To understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small areain a
contrasting non-European country.

To identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South
Poles.

To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley,
vegetation, season and weather.

To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.

To use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.

To use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the
location of features and routes on a map.

To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct
basic symbols in a key.

To use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its
surrounding environment.

To develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human
characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes
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Key Vocabulary

Airport, capital city, gallery, cathedral, flat, landmark, large settlement, school, shop, statue, tower block, tourist, theatre, monument, UK, capital

Let’s explore the world
To name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.
To name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.
To understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a
contrasting non-European country.
To identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South
Poles.
To use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.
To use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near and far; left and right), to describe the
location of features and routes on a map.
To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct
basic symbols in a key.
To use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its
surrounding environment.
To understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring
about spatial variation and change over time.

Key Vocabulary

Autumn, climate, temperature, weather pattern, observations, populations, local area, visitor, human and physical features, locate, compass, North, East,
South, West

By the end of year 4

Rocks, relics and rumbles
To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
To identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).
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To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a
European country, and a region within North or South America.

To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes, and the water cycle.

To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge
of the United Kingdom and the wider world.

To understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring
about spatial variation and change over time.

Key Vocabulary

Continental drift, convergent, divergent, dormant, extinct, plate boundary, tectonic plate, transform, degree, equator, latitude, longitude, extrusive, igneous,
intrusive, metamorphic, sedimentary

Interconnected world
To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
To name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.
To identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).
To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes, and the water cycle.
To describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge
of the United Kingdom and the wider world.
To be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that
deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and
quantitative skills and writing at length.
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Key Vocabulary

Climate, desert, equator, Mediterranean, tropical, conclusion, enquiry, physical, political map, ferry interchange, Tropic of Cancer/ Capricorn, rainforest, 4/6
grid reference, horizontal axis, ordnance survey map

Misty mountain, Winding River
To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
To name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.
To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a
European country, and a region within North or South America.
To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes, and the water cycle.
To describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge
of the United Kingdom and the wider world.
To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps,
plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
To understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring
about spatial variation and change over time.

Key vocabulary

Anticline, base, dome, face, fault-block, fold, hill, lava, ridge, plate boundary, syncline, tectonic plate, tectonic plate, valley, tree line, volcanic, cardinal
point, compass, grid reference

Our Planet, Our world
To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
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To name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.

To identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).

To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a
European country, and a region within North or South America.

To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes, and the water cycle.

To describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.

To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.

To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge
of the United Kingdom and the wider world.

To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps,
plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

To be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that
deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and
quantitative skills and writing at length.

Key vocabulary

Analyse, data, first-hand observation, frequency, geographical, interpret, continental drift, Earth’s crust, earthquake, fault, land mass,
supercontinent, volcano

By the end of year 6

Frozen Kingdom
To identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).
To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a
European country, and a region within North or South America.
To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes, and the water cycle.
To describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
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To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps,
plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

To understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring
about spatial variation and change over time.

To be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that
deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and
quantitative skills and writing at length

Key vocabulary

Diet, insulate, lifestyle, climate zone, vegetation, precipitation, polar, wildlife, carbon footprint, deforestation, global warning, reduce, sustainable, indigenous,
Antarctic, Arctic, Polar day & night, boreal, ice shelf, mountain

Our changing world
To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
To name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.
To identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).
To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes, and the water cycle.
To describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge
of the United Kingdom and the wider world.
To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps,
plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
To develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human
characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes.
To be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that
deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
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photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and
quantitative skills and writing at length.

Key vocabulary

Alpine tundra, aquatic biome, arctic tundra, atmosphere, biome, burning fossils, carbon dioxide, climate, deforestation, global warning, marine region,
overpopulation, population, rearing livestock, savannah, temperature grassland, tundra biome

Investigating our world

To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.

TO Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed
over time.

TO identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night).

TO Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a
region in a European country, and a region within North or South America.

TO describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes
and earthquakes, and the water cycle.

TO describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and
the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.

TO Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.

TO Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.

TO Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including
sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

TO Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they
bring about spatial variation and change over time.
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Key vocabulary

Contour line, depression, cardinal compass point, compass direction, carbon footprint, ecO-friendly, hazardous substances, renewable energy, resource efficiency,
manufacturing process, Africa, Argentina, Asia, Australia, Austria, Buenos Aires, Cairo, continent, country, Egypt, Europe

Sow, Grow and Farm
To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes, and the water cycle.
To describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge
of the United Kingdom and the wider world.
To be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that
deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and
quantitative skills and writing at length.

Key vocabulary

Climate zone, cold, desert, frost, humanity, Mediterranean, polar, rainfall, season, temperature, tropical, hypothesis, measure, research, summarise, investigate,
observe, survey, cargo, plantation, agriculture, allotment, arable, business, commercial farm, livestock, pastoral




